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Manmade Features of the Landscape:

Constructing Lisbhon’s Periphery
Monica Pacheco

In the mid-1950s, millions of people left the rural areas of the Portu-
guese interior. They came to Lisbon in search of new and better liv-
ing conditions. The population growth in the peripheral territories of
the capital started to increase exponentially, completely changing its
landscape, particularly on the northern fringe, with a huge impact on
commuter traffic flows and property speculation, affecting an emerg-
ing middle class that was ignored by the state and exploited by an eco-
nomically driven market.

Outside the narratives of international urban design theories and aca-
demic discourses, these places have progressively embodied the image
of postmodernity’s greatest evils: the anonymous character of (sub)ur-
ban life, mass housing, and the ‘motorway’. Their study has been pro-
foundly overlooked and an important part of the city’s fabric.

Using archival material, films, and periodicals, this paper reconstructs
the history of Lisbon’s northern gateway, Calgada de Carriche, de-
veloped during the 1960s by private developers. The crossing of in-
formation regarding the urban ensemble of Quinta das Lavadeiras,
its construction, and its impact on the landscape, in its intermediate
condition, between rural and faith in urban progress, between cen-
ter and suburb, between social classes, allows a critical reflection on
the divorce between the theoretical debate and the construction of a
counter-architecture promoted by construction companies that acted
in these expectant territories, defining them.

Urban Design in Practice: “Operative
Histories” and Neglected Narratives of Urban

Design in Post-WWII Italy
Gaia Caramellino

Historiography of urban design in post-WWII Italy reveals the divorce
between the theoretical and academic discourse and the knowledge
codified through urban design practices. This gap was emphasized by
the rupture between architectural design and urban planning in the
late ‘60s, when urban design started to be addressed in quantitative
and normative terms by technical planning via the definition of new
standards (standard urbanistici, 1968).

The paper suggests an “operative history” of urban design in Italy,
looking at the housing agenda of three private companies active at the
national scale between the 50s and the ‘60s. The urban agency of these
actors offers a precious insight into the inner workings of city-making
practices and reveals specific patterns in the forms of urbanization, de-
sign, and production of the city, including fragments of the so-called
“public city” (public spaces, facilities, equipment, green spaces, and
landscapes).

Promotional materials, handbooks, technical and public press, adver-
tisements, and companies’ administrative and professional records
testify to a moment of intense research and vivid experimentation in
urban design that has remained on the margin of the canonical nar-
rative of post-WWII Italian urban development. Private companies
contributed to the codification of the discipline of urban design by
developing new research paths through marketing mechanisms. Their
interests and commercial strategies shaped new urban design ideas,
coined a new lexicon, and introduced innovative urban schemes, regu-
latory frameworks, codes, and conventions that met the requirements
of a booming market, responding to the specific variables of planning
policies and interpreting, implementing, and revising planning instru-
ments and procedures based on the negotiation and interplay between
private actors and public policies. This perspective offers an unex-
plored avenue to narrate a counter-history of urban design through its
practices and can complement the historiography of the development
of urban design in post-WWII Italy.
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