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Questioning the hope in science and schooling
Abstract:

The succession of extraordinary traumatic events, such as the poles defrosting,
the fires in Australia and Amazon, the COVID19 pandemic, the financial global
crises revival, the Black Lives Matter movement, seems to call for science (to
solve problems) and schooling (to make time to the unemployed) for help.
Science and schooling are some of the big successes of post-modern culture
and states. But even given these successes, questions remain. Such as: Why
they do not deliver what one hopes from them? What kinds of changes need to
take place within both science and the academe that will foster hope and
tangible results? We are left to ponder why : a) these extreme events takes us
by surprise; b) why this generation, who have been afforded the best education
of any previous one, is so anxious, so stressed, and so worried; c) why is it that
our best policies, science, and minds continue to fail us when it comes to
solving the problems associated with the environment, this pandemic,
capitalism, and racism; d) why given the promise of science, and social science
in particular, are we so in need of solutions? Put differently, why amid these
crises are answers not a priority in the various disciplines that came into being
to provide such?

Key words: science, social sciences, wisdom, disasters

Today, many of the most pertinent criticisms of the status quo end with the
Platonic hope that technoscience and schooling will solve problems (Harari,
2016; Mouzelis, 1995). In the case of the pandemic, most governments, except
for Trump, Bolsonaro, and politicians campaigning against science and in
favour of religion, claimed (falsely) to be following recommendations by

scientists, epidemiologists (Devlin & Boseley, 2020).

In today's world, each role is professionally assigned in a watertight manner to
people who have specialized skills and which skills are also watertight among
themselves (Peake, 1991). Scientists do science and they don't do politics.
Politicians don't do science and they do politics (Weber, 2012a, 2012b).
Therefore, unless there is a (possibly desirable) change in the status quo,
political responsibilities lie with politicians, whether or not they are guided by the

scientists” advice.

Several prominent politicians around the world have claimed (falsely) to follow
the scientists' recommendations. What happens when a country follows the
advice of science? Take a look at Sweden, whose law mandate the use of



scientific experts to lead the fight against pandemics, without partisan
intervention, has developed a strategy very different from other countries (Our
mission, n.d.; Paterlini, 2020). According to the international assessment,
Sweden has significantly worse outcomes as compared to other countries

whose politicians led over science recommendations (Wheeldon, 2020).

When the end of the pandemic comes, the balance of positive and negative
actions developed by the states will be better assessed. What we can already
say is that the strategies and preventive policies for the problems we face, such
as those proposed by the UN, are not being followed by the states (ICC-WHO,
2020). The concern of people with the recurrence of problems already known
and before which they become victims aggravates the struggles for power and
survival. State sanctioned violence, considered taboo by many modernist,
(Hirschman, 1977; Joas, 2003), is still proving to be an inescapable dimension
of daily life. Not only for marginalized populations but also for more and more
layers of the population, previously, protected by states, protest without fear of
state violence. New social and political alliances are being forged (Goodman,
2020).

The voices of social scientist have been particularly absent as we have
grappled with ways to deal with this moment of crisis. Violence, for now, is
treated as a police matter. Police are being used to quell the growing uproar
and protest of the masses challenging state power. They are calling for not only
new relationships with state power but also new ways to organize that power. If
we are indeed going to solve these problems, we must recognize that they are
structural, and as such will require structural solutions. This includes global
warming , systemic racism, incessant poverty, cradle to prison pipelines, and
etc. (Featherstone, 2009). As we will see below, we have also come to realize is
that these problems are also global and will require global solutions. The tight
division of professional labour, and the allegedly scientific rationality that

accompanies it does not rise to the situation.

The fight against the advance of irrationality in politics must respond to people's
anxieties. The reduction of science and rationality at the service of the division

of labour that separate professions, which begins to be taught in schools to



children and young people, has proved to be incapable of providing the
appropriate political and social responses to face the problems (Ifpte21, 2020).

Is there a transformative role for the social sciences at this juncture?

Transformed and transformative social sciences

Renaissance kind of intellectual thought and action, opposed to today
hyperspecialization distance from main humanity problems, may inspire the
social sciences’ turn to join the profound transformative social changes one
needs (Marcuse, 1991a). Social unrest, global insecurities, and systemic
problems may look as opportunities if we harness this new-old kind of
transdisciplinary knowledge. But unless we question how the modern and
mechanical division of labour and specialized knowledge benefits global
hegemonies, we will continue to have witness these problems (Harari, 2016;
Marcuse, 1991b).

The social sciences are no different from other modern activity sectors trapped
by the hyperspecialization of disciplines and knowledge (Lahire, 2012). In times
of change in the way people relate to nature and to society, however, each

sector will provide a unique perspective to our current problems (Latour, 2007).

As the SARS-CoV-2 vaccine case shows, while science may offer a potential
solution, the hyper disciplinary and corporate jungle competition may obscure
citizens” and government’s decision making processes. Hence, just as with
environmental warming, global finances, systemic racism, sexism, and
homophobia -we continue to falter and walk in darkness. Whoever science has
the power to manage global technologies, on the margins of democracy, in
complicity with state policies, gives full attention to the growth of wealth (Latour,
1992). Wealth does indeed continue to grow. At the same time, access to
minimum survival resources is denied to dependent populations (Hungry in a
world of plenty: millions on the brink of famine, n.d.) and, instead, priority is
given to promoting wars (Max & Nagdy, 2013).

Humanities, the legal studies, philosophy, and environmental sciences have
produced an important body of knowledge that helps us understand the
interrelatedness of nations into what many refer to as the global community.

Similarly, the physical sciences (to include biology, chemistry, physics, and etc.)



provide us with many clues as to how we can attack the current pandemic. It is
imperative that we also investigate how the social sciences can work
collaboratively with our contemporaries to formulate transformative structures
and practices that can help us transcend the current moment. As we proceed,
several questions will guide us: How can social sciences organize itself to
transform and participate in the general transformation of societies? What are
the social conditions that will facilitate such a transformation in the social
sciences? Which allies in society can the social sciences count on? The social
and political movements that emerged in the United States to denounce racism
are yet another problem to compete with the need to transform society into a
society that prevents diseases and ecological catastrophes or is it a reason
more for people to converge in the participation in discussions on the future that

we want to have in common?

The pandemic
The pandemic has suspended global attention to ecological concerns raised by

the young Greta Thunberg. Some accused her movement to cover up global
financial problems that have not disarmed since 2008 (McDuff, 2019; McGrath,
2019). The Black Lives Matter movement, in turn, put concerns about the
pandemic in perspective (Kim, 2020). In Europe, a particularly aggressive fire
season is expected in the near future. In some countries, the second wave of
the pandemic is already being felt. The international extreme right, around
Donald Trump and Bolsonaro, struggles to confirm electoral mandates, reverse
globalization and forcibly repress all opposition to the continuation of Western
supremacy. The unsustainability of the financial system continues to worsen
beneath the attention focused on the need to respond to the health needs of the

populations.

A world with professionalized social sciences, with more social research than
ever, with more publications and risk studies than ever before, is systematically
taken by surprise by what science has predicted - the effects of global warming,
global pandemics. This world is also incapable to deal with the imperial spirit
and its daily practical consequences, such as commercial wars, racism, or
police practices instigated and trained by the states. Social theory seconded
this trend, using nationalist methods of analysis.



Scientific predictions exist. To be taken into account by state’s, corporations’,
and people’s planning, it is necessary more than simple existence and
scientifically validation. Since the 1960s, scientists knew there is a high risk of
global warming (History.com, 2017). The states have intentionally alienated
themselves from this knowledge (Weart, 2020). They allowed and collaborated
in covering up and relativizing that knowledge. They prefer to keep working the
logic of economic growth producing more taxes and more wealth, under the

control of the global network of states-corporations.

The professionalization of scientists, which has enabled significant advances in
technology in recent decades, turned science into an advisory department for
states and corporations that use it as advertising or discard it, as they wish
(Coser, 1956: 27; Lacey, 2012). State power is used to cover up the need to
respond to global warming, with the aim of maintaining political stability. States
are pushing the worsening social inequalities and increasing the risks of
morbidities and calamities, to protect the continuation of business freedom to
explore nature and its resources, including human resources. A worldwide
movement of young people, frightened by the consequences of this cover-up,
spoke out against the irresponsibility of states, after dozens of years of the
political cover-up of scientific knowledge about global warming (Beslik, 2019).

When news of the COVID-19 pandemic was heard, it was thought to be a
Chinese problem. Despite the foreseeable risks, publicly mentioned by Bill
Gates five years earlier (Gates, 2015), business as usual has remained. When
an infectious outbreak occurred that caused health services to collapse in
northern Italy, western states entered a state of alarm, but only in Europe. On

America's side, it still seemed like someone else's problem.

Politically, the successive recent electoral victories of the extreme right, around
the world, have translated into what, in fact, divides those who have recently
become unlikely protagonists and the most experienced politicians of other
ideologies. In the view of the evident and persistent risks of a collapse of the
political-economic system, the ongoing transition from Washington DC's
headquarters of imperial power to Beijing (Morris, 2010), and the customary

short-run tactic, of doing like the ostrich and putting your head under the sand, a



part of the voters, frightened by the prospect of being on a plane without a flight
crew, votes for whoever promises to keep the status quo by force, no matter

what the cost.

In the face of the pandemic, far-right presidents distinguish themselves from
others by insisting on keeping their heads under the sand. The others pretend
to be attentive to people's problems: they impose widespread confinements on
healthy people, as practiced in China, and announce aid to the millions of
people who have been left without resources and are not expected to have
them soon. In fact, the greatest protections and aid continue to be directed, as
always, to investors, for example in the banking and the aviation sectors, who
continue to see their assets and income grow even in times of health and
ecological calamity. As experts say, inequalities have increased rapidly in

recent months (The_Economist, 2020).

What should one do? Should the ones who get together to think what is
happening keeps the business as usual perspective? Make an article where you
gather rigorous data on aspects of what is going on, taking into account various
points of view and various dimensions of social life, comparing the data
between countries, regions, continents? What is the use of such a kind of
exercise? Does it help others - for example, those who do bibliographic reviews
- to compare national knowledge and extract from it what might interest those
who need to make national and international decisions? Does it inform who are

in charge of what one knows about reality?

The natural sciences, with other investments and a different tradition than social
sciences, can make holistic predictions about transformation risks, such as in
climate or in rising sea levels or in public health or in forest maintenance
practices. Many of these predictions prove to be correct and ignored by political
power. Political power calls science not whole science. It calls science the part
of science that is favourable to the current politics, in the natural sciences as

well as in the social sciences (Weart, 2020).

Is it possible and desirable for scientists, including social scientists, in addition
to serving the established powers, which is essential to maintain the financing of

activities, to find a way to open space and time to think about science as a



whole, as the founders of the social sciences, among the best known Comte
and Parsons, did propose? Is it possible to establish communication channels
with people in order to avoid the political manipulation of scientific knowledge? If
not, as is the case today, will it be possible to take advantage of the current
civilization instability to reposition science with a view to a future with more
capacity to train people capable of knowing better how to prevent the

occurrence of emergency cases?

The innovation
The acceleration of technological innovations, which have characterized the last

decades, is now added to the acceleration of political and social innovations in
which we are assisting. There is a change in the ecological, technological, and

social environment.

There were historical times when it was believed that it would be the reason, the
consensual will of the people, what would guide, forever, the action of
institutions and organizations. In the 19th century, it was the consensus among
entrepreneurs that led to the action of the states. In the early part of the
twentieth century, the promise of peace by favoring commercial interests was
not fulfilled (Habermas, 1987): Europe lived the war in such a violent way that it
was thought that it could never be repeated again. Paradoxically, for some, it
was the arms race that prevented a new world war: the mutual assured

destruction (MAD) equilibrium.

After the Cold War, unrealistic, utopian, financial, speculative rationalist
optimism became exuberant, with self-regulating globalization. Social
movements have cooled that optimism. They resisted (DW.DE, 2019). Human
rights NGOs, against corruption, against varied social discrimination, have
followed women's movements against patriarchal violence and sexual abuse,
including against children. Human rights were used as pretexts for war
interventions, starting in Somalia, and pacifist movements ignored and treated

as terrorists (The_Editors, n.d.).

In 2003, the lie in politics became a global strategy to justify the inexplicable war
initiative. George W. Bush, the president who led the irrationality in politics,

came to deny his support for Trump's 2020 elections, not recognizing what he



started. This division of Trump's support base was one of the results of the

popular reaction to the assassination of George Floyd by the police.

There are two ways to try to understand what is happening: a) exercising the
professional skills of each one, in my case as a sociologist, others with their
skills, leaving to the professional politicians the responsibility of taking the best
reports from the available specialists and the more rational options; b)
regardless of the professional skills of each one, or better, taking advantage of
the cognitive skills that the professional experience has produced in each one,
to try to understand in a holistic way what is going on and what needs to be

done.

Each historical epoch has the theory it deserves
There are now so many writers and books, blogs, and social networks, that it

seems impossible to reach any agreement between so many heads with such
different life experiences. It is therefore surprising that the result of so much
cognitive activity is the there is no alternative speech, TINA. Finally, societies
become protagonists of their own destinies: a cyclical social change may be
taking place (Goodman, 2020). Instead of representing only the ruling classes,
the politicians find themselves in need of representing also the people who are
agitated, anxious to find other ways of living different from those lives they have

lived until then.

The TINA phenomenon has crystallized around the economy and finance. The
most recent ecological movements, defending the health of populations facing
the pandemic, and the worldwide anti-racists movements, are characterized by
being holistic, instead of being professionals, specialized. It is not enough an
intervention by the Federal Reserve or by the European Central Bank, or an
executive order or a government decree to reduce environmental risks, improve
people's health, in nursing homes, and at work, to inhibit recurrent and
unpunished abuses of power. It is necessary to solve the paradox of concerting
institutional and popular actions in the same direction, cancelling and
transforming the wants and desires of the elites and those people who are
comfortable with those living in extremely uncomfortable situations, as those
who mobilize on the streets (Lachmann, 2018).



Inter and transdisciplinarity are insufficient for the social sciences to adapt to the
new times that start now. The social sciences that did not continue their path
until they were sciences until they were able to dialogue with the hard sciences,
on an equal basis, comfortable somewhere between the humanities and the
sciences, did this by separating disciplines and subdisciplines from each other,
in a watertight way. Specialized in becoming incommunicative to other
knowledge, used for professional secrecy instead for cognitive purposes’
dialogues, these social sciences are of little use to social movements that seek
precisely the reverse of what today's social sciences offer (AAVV, 2020a): a)
the people need to better understand science, be it environmental,
epidemiological or emotional; b) the people need to understand the general
meaning of the paradoxical action that combines the environment, humanity
and social organization, instead of imagining a divine power of reason, against

which nature would be bent.

Whom should we address?
When should we start considering history, to better understand what is

happening? In the 2008 bankruptcy of the global financial system? In the
renewing the appeal to the Crusades, in response to the 2001 9/11 terrorist
attacks? In 1989, at the Cold War victory euphoria by the capitulation of the
opponent? In the victory of the Civil Rights movements, including the associated
assassinations and political retaliation persecutions? In the decision to start the

Marshall plan?

Any of these starts would be good if there was an audience with whom to talk.
Unfortunately, the best-formed generation of all time has no memory of the
major historical changes. Most people's greatest ambition is simply to live the
day to day professionally; to give the required contribution to society and to
receive the compensation, the social recognition counted in income that allows
each one to live a safe and peaceful life. That is what European Social Survey
(2016) shows, when in every state trust in the police comes first mostly in

positive grounds and trust in political parties comes in negative grounds.

Today, most scholarly dialogues are mainly a discussion of what the essence of

modern societies is. For economists, the most important is the financial crisis



that still lingers. For strategists, it will be the clash of civilizations that will
impose our destiny. For sociologists, it will be globalization that will shape our
future. For race science experts, it will be abolitionism, segregation, the Jim
Crow regime, the victory of formal recognition of civic rights, mass incarceration,
which marks time. For politicians, it will be the creation of the Atlantic alliance

and its current fragility that is relevant.

In the face of global warming, the pandemic, the intensification of popular
reactions to the exhaustion of the western empire, the empire defeated by its
own strategy of capitalist globalization, experts have little or nothing to say that
it can be useful. What is at stake is precisely what the intensification of
modernity at the global level prevents from seeing. It is no essence, moral or
economic, that can change the world. It will be the whole world that will change
the world (Atkins, 1999; Laudato Si, 2015; Grue, 2019; Jim Schofield, 2018).

The necessary responses to the current situation are not technical and
specialized, financial, epidemiological, partisan. The answers one needs are
holistic and paradoxical, capable of both appeasing environmental and

pandemic risks and bringing peaceful freedom to everyday life, without sacrifice.

We don't need demagogy, like that of ex-President Sarkozy who responded to
the 2008 crisis by saying that capitalism would be re-founded, anticipating the
launch of The Economist's liberal manifesto, in celebration of its 175 years of
publication (Scholz, 2018). History is not driven by conspirators, although there
are professional conspirators. Many professional historians reproduce
documented or not winners' narcissistic self-praise, reinforcing the feeling they

were or are personally predestined.

The current French president, Macron, also known as little Napoleon, has faced
the movement of the Gilets Jaunes, yellow jackets, permanently, since October
2018 (Balu, 2019). The isolated professional politician in his palace, with his
specialized ministers and media, against those who understood that there will
be no rest in their lives as long as they are away from access to the media and
the respect of the powerful. In 2017, the presidential alternative to Macron, in
France, was the National Front and Ms. Le Pen, the racist and extreme right

nationalist. In 2020, the Gillets Jaunes' effect on local elections elevated



ecologists to electoral victory, along with historic abstention. Paradoxically,

hope manifests itself at the same time as hopelessness.

The 2008 crisis revealed, in Europe, the fragility of political alliances between
socialists and Christian Democrats who have governed it since the end of World
War Il. European solidarity was dismantled by the German nationalist response
to the subprime crisis, using Greece as a scapegoat (Varoufakis, 2017). More
and more people no longer feel represented in political parties, although they

will increasingly organize themselves to participate in politics.

The year 2019 showed humanity's inability to cope with its” problems. The fires
in the Amazon and Australia, the popular uprisings all over the world, Hong
Kong, India, Chile, Bolivia, Ecuador, Colombia, Spain, France, Czech Republic,
Russia, Malta, Algeria, Iraq, Iran, Lebanon, Sudan, and other places, with the
most varied pretexts, show generalized anxiety. It does not compare with other
historical times. However, the media reduces events to disturbances of the
public order, more or less spectacular and persistent, to then trivialize and lose

interest in the depth problems that generate social unrest (Dores, 2013).

Hardly any of these movements have the intellectual and media power to
express the existential meaning of innovative practices, and of helping to raise
awareness and discuss what can be taken advantage of. Education and
professional sciences separate practical knowledge from creative knowledge,
knowledge from wisdom, democracy from freedom. Freedom of expression is
thus a dead letter for protesters: foolish words fall on deaf ears (AAVV, 2020b).
They are understood by societies as marginals to claim to be integrated by the

states in the game that gives access to the resources of survival.

If they persist in organizing themselves and manifesting themselves, it is
because, despite not knowing how to express constructively what they want to
do with their lives, due to the lack of resources to do so, they deeply feel the
impossibility of continuing to live as before. They do not claim the satisfaction of
professional interests. They want to live differently. They do not want a more
comfortable place in the distribution of income. They want something else that
they cannot say what it is, now. The elites, through schools and sciences, are

organized to prevent them from being able to think about it.



Racism
Since Seattle 1999, the summits of international organizations have been

systematically denounced by protesters (Abedi, 2017); the World Economic
Forum began to be denounced by the World Social Forum, starting in 2001
(AAVV, 2018); the media and politics devalues these political initiatives as
meaningless turmoil. Opposition to the status quo gradually organized forms of
horizontal and intersectional organization of global thought and action. In Paris
2005, and in London 2011, habitual and routine small riots reached spectacular
proportions and spread to several other places. That same year, 2011, the
Moroccan repression in Western Sahara, a country that continues under illegal
and colonial occupation, made clear the existence of the organizational capacity
of the national anti-colonial movement. In Tunisia, a replica of the same kind of
organized presence on the public space was used to denounced police
repression against street vendors, led by young people with school certificates
without job opportunities, such as Bouazizi, who sacrificed himself in public.
These events triggered the series of revolts in several Arab countries. The Arab
Spring began. It failed to transform the political situation in North Africa, or in the
world. The Indignados, in Europe, and Occupy Wall Street, in the USA, followed

their example, but with the same lack of practical holistic results.

The political distrust of protesters on potential leaders, due to the failure of the
opposition of real socialism to imperialism, is the main organizational problem,
that the use of new electronic means of communication momentarily and
punctually overcome. Rare examples of some stability in forms of joint action in
opposition to the states are the Zapatistas (since 1994) and the political-military
organization of Kurdish women "Yekityia Star" (since 2005). They joined the first
peoples who, throughout America, secularly maintain forms of conviviality under

fierce genocidal attacks from modernizing states.

National states are not opposed to globalization. On the contrary, during the era
of globalization, national states have continued to have their strong influence
(Farazmand, 1999) and power, namely military, police, and private security
(Mediacenter, 2020). The states have never lost their centrality in the games of
power and, at the same time, they are increasingly sensitive to the interests of

the largest multinationals in whom, ideologically, the states have been returning



the responsibility of guiding the production, and distribution systems of services

and goods, as in the 19th century.

In 2019, some of the aforementioned riots forced states to whom they
addressed their claims to consider their existence. In other cases, states and

the media pretend they don't know their presence and voices.

In 2020, riots are repeated in the USA, as in 2014, against the institutional
racism that makes African Americans preferential targets for police killings.
Perhaps not by chance, the American police were created in the same year that
the ban on slavery occurred in that country. In 2020, however, the dynamics of
the protests have been significantly stronger - all capital cities have protested,
and many European cities have recognized and stand against the same
problem. The consequences of the pandemic have a disproportionate impact on
discriminated people and communities, both in terms of health and in terms of
income. So, regarding USA presidential elections and the Trump explicit
intention of maintaining and aggravating discriminatory policies is under attack.
Biden, the front runner in this election, denies such intentions. Organizing
protests against police systematic behaviour, and preparing election day, are
two of the strategies to continue unification of all social movements that are

engaged in stopping the life risk of common people and in living in another way.

The attacks on the urban statuary apologizing for colonialism reveal the
clarification of the movements that on both sides of the Atlantic elevate the
concept of anti-racism to the historical level, rescuing it from its psychological
limits. Racism is not a defect in the character of racist people: it is a historical
characteristic of modern societies, which must be overcome politically. The anti-
imperialist struggle that has been interrupted for half a century, since the
national independence of the territories colonized by European countries, is
now resuming. In times of globalization, when the seat of the empire is in
conflictual transition between Washington DC and Beijing, when electronic
control of people's lives is critical, as shown by the situation of Manning,
Assange, and Snowden cases, when the system of Chinese social credit, under

the guise of a pandemic, serves as a model of intervention by western states to



control populations, protests against the continuation of slavery by other means

are heard again.

Conclusion
The succession of extreme events that overlap and steal our attention from one

side to the other are not independent of each other. They all stem from the
same environment that was created by humanity and that should not surprise
us if we had a wise relationship with the sciences. Although this is hard for us to
believe, there is much in common between these very different events: the

humanity that watches them is the same; and humanity is in transformation.

Schools and universities prepare professionals for working life by ensuring that
they have the necessary qualifications to help solve the multitude of problems
facing our modern world. With the pandemic, the social devaluation of the role
of health professionals became clear. Union and professional struggles have
been replaced by the altruistic sacrifices of these professionals, the ones most
affected by the pandemic because they have concentrated on themselves the
responsibility of taking care of the most seriously ill cases. The evidence of the
sacrifice to which health professionals were and continue to be subject, in a
pandemic and outside it, was worth several spontaneous public expressions of
respect and thanks. Such manifestations of profound cultural and social
significance were followed in words by the politicians, without any suitable
actions. Political appreciation, in terms of disposable income, remains reserved
for the most direct servants of the elites, for those who guarantee the maximum
return on investment with profits, and unavailable to those who care for people

and societies.

Can social sciences, schools, and sciences expect to see their situation valued,
in terms of investments and more favourable working conditions, in the
aftermath of the pandemic? If medicine, whose practical results are now even
more evident to people, should not expect major improvements in their
situation, what realistically will be the hope of the social sciences, schools, and
sciences, internally divided and in mutual competitive contradiction, to benefit
from better working conditions? Will, the social sciences, be allowed to resume

the path that distances them from social philosophy, and will they eventually



make them worthy of a place in the pantheon of sciences at the disposal of the

construction of a preventive, caring society?

The evolution of the social sciences and sciences will, of course, depend on the
educational and scientific policies that will be implemented soon. The sciences
and policies that have been practiced since the 1930s have reduced the use of
available knowledge to care for the health and well-being of the population. The
disorientation in conducting action under the pandemic is not just a result of the
practices sparked by political currents that hate science. It is knowledge itself
that has been controlled to serve the secular project of Western elites to exploit
the Earth, including their human resources. The prevention of global warming,
as well as that of pandemics, or fires, or melting, is not organized because it

does not immediately serve economic growth, the global increase in wealth.

A national social analysis of the consequences of the pandemic eludes two
decisive aspects of social analysis: a) the global character of the pandemic and
the ongoing processes of social transformation; b) the pandemic as a global

consequence of the social practices induced by a modern organization system.

The pandemic resulted from the transmission to globalized humans of a
particularly harmless virus, quickly transported worldwide. If human life were
organized differently, if human life was not subject to strong monocultural
trends, in agriculture, entertainment, communication channels, science, sport,
food, metropolitan organization, transport, especially by air, etc., without the
globalization typical culture, surely the impact of the pandemic would be
different. Just as an earthquake, or a tsunami, has very different consequences
depending on the way in which human life is built in each affected area,
including access to good information, a pandemic will have very different effects

depending on the type of society it encounters.

The international and imperial struggle to determine the ranking of countries
about the consequences of the pandemic reveals the nationalism that even the
most favourable countries to globalization cannot do without. It also reveals that
it is nationalist policies, not science (internationalist by definition), that drives
people's actions. The study of the relationships of the World Health

Organization and the different states regarding the guarantees of return on



investments made by pharmaceutical companies will produce evidence soon.
The trade war between the United States and China, the war to find out which
of the superpowers will do better in the pandemic, is very visible. The alleged
human unity against nature in the war against the virus is the continuation of
national and imperialist competition. One can fear a continuation of an
apocalyptic dimension sequence of disasters unless profound changes interrupt
it.

The pandemic, or any other extreme event, will always be a reason for people's
instinctual unity. The use of this unity to divide and rule, to continue exploitation
and plunder, is an old imperial strategy. In modern times, powerful states put

into practice.

People, frightened, expect states to behave as their defenders and protectors.
They do not ask for accountability, either from the state, or from science, or
from professionals, due to the lack of prediction of what was already known to

happen.

We have lived for decades supporting states emerging from the Cold War to
reorganize war scenarios that, at the same time, create more opportunities for
exploration of the Earth - such as the extraction of raw materials - and the
submission of people - especially through the construction of metropolises that
concentrate people, economic activities and pollution. The science that serves
these purposes refused to follow holistic recommendations, such as those of
Comte or Humboldt, considered outdated. It chose sterile ideological moralism,
based on the opposition of Hobbes and Rousseau on what the human essence
is. Instead of a global village, what the information society brought us was the
choice between Panglossian optimism, of Platonic or insular inspiration, like
Thomas More's, and dystopian, Dante or Orwellian pessimism, updated by

Yuval Noah Harari.

There is, of course, no human essence. There is human nature, that is, an

anchoring of humanity in the experience of life, on Earth, to whose destiny we
are necessarily closely linked. The understanding of the world will also evolve
and transform with the transformation of humanity. Everything indicates that it

will not be humanity, this time, to lead humanity’s destinies. The Anthropocene



is the paradoxical era in which the plans for the exploration of the Earth reach,
at the same time, the paroxysm and its limits. What humanity will probably do is
to readjust to the new reality, and, in this process of transformation, one will be
able to learn that to dominate human life ask to respect the life of others, that is,
the environment that welcomed life in general. Will humanity be able to
transform itself like this? What will be the role of science in this transformation?
What institutions can create ideal conditions for science to be conducted

wisely?

References:

AAVV. (2018). World Social Forum. Forum Social Mundial.
https://wsf2018.org/en/

AAVV. (2020a). Intersectional feminism: what it means and why it matters right
now. UN Women.
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/6/explainer-intersectional-

feminism-what-it-means-and-why-it-matters

AAVV. (2020b, July 8). Writers Warn in Open Letter Against Threat to Free
Speech. New York Times.
https://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2020/07/08/world/europe/ap-eu-britain-

harpers-letter.html

Abedi, M. (2017, June). G20 protests: Why the international summit attracts so
much anger. In Global News. https://globalnews.ca/news/3576435/g20-

summit-why-people-protest/

Atkins, A. (1999). Holistic Change: Creating Organizational and Individual
Alignment at Genuity. The Systems Thinker, 12.
https://thesystemsthinker.com/holistic-change-creating-organizational-and-
individual-alignment-at-genuity/

Balu, M. (2019, November). Gilets jaunes: les chiffres faramineux d’'un
mouvement historique. Huffpost. https://www.huffingtonpost.fr/entry/les-
gilets-jaunes-les-chiffres-faramineux-dun-mouvement-
historique fr 5dcd9449e4b03a7e0296d6ed



Bateson, G. (1987). Steps to an Ecology of the Mind. Jason Aronson.

Beslik, S. (2019, March). Capitalism can deliver the transformation the climate
school strike demands. Climate Home News.
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2019/03/12/capitalism-can-deliver-

transformation-climate-school-strike-demands/

Clark, G. (2007). A Farewell to Alms - a Brief Economic History of the World.

Princeton University Press.
Coser, L. A. (1956). The Functions of Social Conflict. Free Press.

Devlin, H., & Boseley, S. (2020, April 23). Scientists criticise UK government’s
“following the science” claim. The Guardian.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/23/scientists-criticise-uk-

government-over-following-the-science

Dores, A. P. (2013). A analise jornalistica torna irreconhecivel a densidade da
vida. Revista Angolana de Sociologia, 11, 35-50.
http://hdl.handle.net/10071/6782; http://ras.revues.org/320

DW.DE. (2019). A brief history of the anti-globalization movement. DW.DE.
https://www.dw.com/en/a-brief-history-of-the-anti-globalization-
movement/g-39573255

Fara, P. (2009). Science: a Four Thousand Years History. Oxford University

Press.

Farazmand, A. (1999). Globalization and Public Administration. Public
Administration Review, 59(6). https://doi.org/10.2307/3110299

Featherstone, M. (2009). The Virus of Fear and the Politics of Globalization.
Topia, 22, 179-194.
http://pi.library.yorku.ca/ojs/index.php/topia/article/view/31870

Laudato Si, (2015).
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-

francesco 20150524 enciclica-laudato-si.html

Gates, B. (2015). The next outbreak? We re not ready. TED Talks.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Af6b_wyiwl

Goodman, A. (2020). Uprising & Abolition: Angela Davis on Movement Building,
“Defund the Police” & Where We Go from Here. Democracy now.

https://www.democracynow.org/2020/6/12/angela_davis_historic_moment

Grue, C. (2019). A holistic approach to climate change. World Councels of

Churches.

Habermas, J. (1987). Tendencies toward Juridification. In The theory of
Communicative Action ([1981], pp. 356-373). Polity Press.

Harari, Y. N. (2016). Homo Deus: A Brief History of Tomorrow. Harvill Secker.

Hirschman, A. O. (1977). The Passions and the Interests: Political Arguments

for Capitalism before Its Triumph. Princeton University Press.

History.com. (2017). Climate Change History. History.
https://www.history.com/topics/natural-disasters-and-environment/history-

of-climate-change

Hungry in a world of plenty: millions on the brink of famine. (n.d.). Oxfam
International. Retrieved July 16, 2020, from

https://www.oxfam.org/en/hungry-world-plenty-millions-brink-famine

ICC-WHO. (2020). ICC-WHO Joint Statement: An unprecedented private sector
call to action to tackle COVID-19. WHO Website.
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/16-03-2020-icc-who-joint-statement-

an-unprecedented-private-sector-call-to-action-to-tackle-covid-19

Ifpte21. (2020, May 26). “You Can’t Cut Your Way Out Of A Crisis!” Oakland
Community And Labor Groups To Decorate Their Cars For A Car-Caravan
Around Lake Merritt To Protest Cuts To Services And Staffing. Cision.

Jim Schofield. (2018). The Real Philosophy of Science. Smashwords.

Joas, H. (2003). War and Modernity Studies in the History of Vilolence in the
20th Century. Polity.

Kim, J. (2020, June 30). COVID-19 pandemic, Black Lives Matter weigh heavily
on San Jose teens’ mental wellness. The Mercury News.



https://www.mercurynews.com/2020/06/30/covid-19-pandemic-black-lives-

matter-weigh-heavily-on-san-jose-teens-mental-wellness/

Lacey, H. (2012). Reflections on science and technoscience. Scientiae Studia,
10(special). https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1590/S167 8-
31662012000500007

Lachmann, R. (2018). TRUMP: How did he happen and what will he do.
Sociologia Problemas e Praticas, 86, 9-25.

http://revistas.rcaap.pt/sociologiapp/article/view/13532/10325
Lahire, B. (2012). Monde pluriel. Penser I'unité des sciences sociales. Seulil.
Latour, B. (1992). Aramis et |"'amour des techniques. La Découverte.
Latour, B. (2007). Changer de société, refaire de la sociologie. La Découverte.
Marcuse, H. (1991a). One-Dimension Man ([1964]). Routledge & Kegan.

Marcuse, H. (1991b). The New Forms of Control. In One-Dimension Man
([1964], pp. 3—20). Routledge & Kegan.

Max, R., & Nagdy, M. (2013). Military Spending. Our World in Data.

https://ourworldindata.org/military-spending

McDuff, P. (2019, March 18). Ending climate change requires the end of

capitalism. Have we got the stomach for it? The Guardian.

McGrath, M. (2019, December). Why Greta Thunberg Is One Of The World’s
Most Powerful Women. Forbes.
https://www.forbes.com/sites/maggiemcgrath/2019/12/12/why-greta-
thunberg-is-one-of-the-worlds-most-powerful-women/#5ae854451521

Mediacenter. (2020, April 21). Businesses are expanding their IT security
budgets. Pandasecurity.Com.
https://www.pandasecurity.com/mediacenter/security/businesses-

expanding-security-budgets/
Morris, . (2010). Why the West Rules — For Now. Profile Books.

Mouzelis, N. (1995). Sociological Theory: What Went Wrong? — diagnosis and

remedies. Routledge.



Our mission, Public Health Agency Sweden.
https://www.folkhalsomyndigheten.se/the-public-health-agency-of-

sweden/about-us/our-mission/

Paterlini, M. (2020). ‘Closing borders is ridiculous’: the epidemiologist behind
Sweden’s controversial coronavirus strategy. Nature.
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01098-x

Peake, S. J. (1991). The politics of vocational education: a study of the
introduction of the Basic Vocational Training Year in the Federal Republic

of Germany. University of London.

Scheidel, W. (2017). The Great Leveler, vioience and the history of inequality
from the Stone Age to the twenty-first century. Princeton University Press.

Scholz, S. F. (2018, September). The Economist at 175 - Reinventing liberalism
for the 21st century. The Economist.

https://www.economist.com/essay/2018/09/13/the-economist-at-175

The_Economist. (2020, June). Covid-19 threatens Europe’s success at fighting
inequality. The Economist.
https://www.economist.com/europe/2020/06/06/covid-19-threatens-

europes-success-at-fighting-inequality

The_Editors. (n.d.). Somalia intervention. Encyclopaedia Britannica. Retrieved
July 16, 2020, from https://www.britannica.com/event/Somalia-intervention

Therborn, G. (2006). Meaning, Mechanisms, Patterns and Forces: an
Introduction. In G. Therborn (Ed.), Inequalities of the World — New

Theoretical Frameworks, Multiple empirical approaches (pp. 1-58). Verso.

Varoufakis, Y. (2017). Adults in the Room. Vintage Digital.

https://www.yanisvaroufakis.eu/books/adults-in-the-room/

Weart, S. (2020). Government: The View from Washington, DC. The Discovery
of Global Warming. https://history.aip.org/climate/Govt.htm

Weber, M. (2012a). Politics as Vocation. http://anthropos-lab.net/wp/wp-
content/uploads/2011/12/Weber-Politics-as-a-Vocation.pdf



Weber, M. (2012b). Science as Vocation. http://anthropos-lab.net/wp/wp-
content/uploads/2011/12/Weber-Science-as-a-Vocation.pdf

Wheeldon, T. (2020, May 15). Sweden’s Covid-19 strategy has caused an
‘amplification of the epidemic.’ France 24.
https://www.france24.com/en/20200517-sweden-s-covid-19-strategy-has-

caused-an-amplification-of-the-epidemic



