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OR0231 Embodied processes in a native (L1) and in an learned (L2) language: Evidence
from a linguistic Affective Priming task

Margarida V Garrido (1), Prada Marilia (1), Azevedo Catarina (1), Gtin R Semin (2,3) 1.
ISCTE-IUL (Cis-IUL), Portugal; 2. ISPA-IU, Portugal; 3. Ko¢ University, Turkey

Embodiment theories suggest that Affective Priming (AP) may derive from somatic processes
namely simulation of facial expressions triggered by stimulus valence. The current study used
the AP paradigm in the context of a native (L1) or learned (L2) language and examined the
general hypothesis that L2 is not emotionally anchored by somatic processes. Two sets of
positive, negative and neutral words were presented as primes and as targets, either in Portuguese
(L1) or English (L2). Participants had to classify target words as positive or negative. For L1
stimuli we observed the classic AP effect - faster reaction times in congruent trials (prime+/target
+ and prime-/target-) than in incongruent trials (prime+/target- and prime-/target+). As predicted
these effects were not observed in L2. Error rates were similar in L1 and L2 discarding
differences in comprehension but participants were faster in L1 suggesting that the lack of
simulation in L2 slows down the process.



